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Streptomyces (S.) castaneoglobisporus HUT6202 produces a large amount of diffusible melanin-like pigment. We have
cloned an operon, designated zel, which is responsible for the synthesis of melanin pigment, from the chromosomal DNA
of S. castaneoglobisporus. The sequence analysis revealed that the mel operon consists of two genes: the tyrosinase gene
(tyrC) consisting of 819 bp and a gene, designated 07378, consisting of 378 bp. The 07/378 was located just upstream
of the tyrC gene. Although the precise function of the 07/378 product remains unclear, its functuion is thought to be
involved in the transfer of copper ion which is essential for tyrosinase.

The present study has the following aims: the first is to express the microbial mel operon in human epidermis or in
albino mouse hair follicle cells. This approach will be applicable for the gene therapy of pigment disorders. The second
is to establish a cell line that expresses mel constitutively. The cell line can be used to screen inhibitors of melanin-
synthesis, which will be applicable for the cosmetology.

In the present study, we tested whether the microbial el operon is expressed in mammalian cells using COS-7 cells
as host cells. The 07/378 and ty»C genes, contained in the operon, were PCR-amplified and independently inserted into
downstream of the cytomegalovirus promoter, respectively. When COS-7 cells were co-transfected with the mammalian
expression vectors, the transfectants expressed tyrosinase activity, suggesting that the microbial mel is expressed in

mammalian cells. A human keratinocyte A431 cell was also used for constitutive expression of the el operon.
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FH 51T 200 TP, L OB Z MR LR E LT,
Streptomyces (S.) castaneoglobisporus HUT6202 7%, IE
WCA T = FEREET B2 LD STV MO BRI
S. antibioticus \ZHX, 100 FLL LBV X T = Uk A
BBEAETAHILEAMLAL, 22T, Yay by ru—
=7 ERHCT, KEORBKDNA NS X 7=k
BEAMET (mel) Z#70—=V 7 Ll mel BT Ok
EZRRIAER, S, castaneoglobisporus O mel Ein 1%
FuayF—¥E%a3— 135819 bp LSBT (1yrC)
EZDOF C EWICAAET 5 378 bp 2 B A AT (07/378)
ETART UV EREL TSI LSRN ’&07”:1”)
0rf378 12X o Ta—FENBF VX7 BORREICDOWT
& REARWEREDL WA, Fu s F—EiEic. ‘/Etrﬁﬁ]
A% Y OEBRICEELTWwE DEEZLNRTWA,

AFZEIE, LTI R5 2 0% i HIEE LTWwWb, #
DOEDIE, BN T FF /A MPBLUTTVE )T A
FE/HiIf2 (albino mouse hair follicle cells) 1ZBWT, S.
castaneoglobisporus HI3k mel Bz T DRBLR WSS 5
CETHD, ORI, FFRICHBENR O BIZTFIHHR H
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ZaBEZIIHET 27200 BETHRBENCHTELbD L
EZONDL, b OEDIR. mel BinT Z2EFIIIEHT
LHNERREBIL T 5 2 & TH Do B LM kIEF o>
F—EliE A HET 2 WEEMET 2Mlee LCHHTE
5N, EHRADEMRT H7200FHBAATI ) —=>

VE VR = TN AR ST (W
FLICIBIT 72 B HAR 2 3 2 7201218, fE ik

D mel BAZT-DSEAMNE TIEB T Hbﬁ‘ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ)ﬁ”ﬂ“ﬁ‘ % WG
Nhb, 2T, AFgETid. COS7HIEEB XL bk
HHE (keratinocyte) A431 ¥k%x T mel BInT- DOIEIM
WA L2 WTHE T 5,

2. X B&

2.1 (Rl EEERYE

COS-7 #figt. 10% fetal bovine serum (FBS, PAA
laboratories) %% & Dulbecco's modified Eagle medium
(DMEM, Gibco BRL) &M\, 37C. 5% C02-95% air
DOFMFITTHE L, & Mg (keratinocyte) &
L T A431 flifg % Hv 726

2.2 mel BEFRBEANY 2 —DEE

orf378 FEHMR 7 & —1d, PCRIEIZ X D IR L 72 07/378
AT % A X2 % — pcDNA31/Hygro () (Invitrogen)
AT 2T EICE D IER L 72 IBHi 2 N R 72\ 07378 Bix
F1Z. sense primer 5-CACGGATCCATGCCCGAGATCAC
CCGCCGC-3 (£ %V v 7k BamHI %A F2mRd) BLO
anti-sense primer 5-CACAAGCTTTCAGTTGGCGGGGAA
CGGCAG3' (4 %YV v 7 ZHindllI ¥ 4 b %/RT) %
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FHWTHIEL 720 o378 D AFHOHEEZCH S GIC
R K72 EET 0r378G) 1 sense primer 5-CAC
CTCGAGATGGCCGAGATCACCCGCCGC3 (1 # v
v 71t Xhol %4 + #/R"73) B & Vanti-sense primer
5-CACAAGCTT TCAGTTGGCGGGGA-ACGGCAG-3
(£ %Yy 7 EHndlII %A F%/7R7) 2 HwCHEL
720 07378 DAY — b Ry OF L EEIZaWy 7
FIY B3R A L 72 EmAE T (0rf378K) 1%, sense primer
5-CACCTCGAGGCCGCCACCATGCCCGAGATCAC-
CCGCCGC3 (A #V v iz Xhol ¥ A v &7 v —54
Xy ZEHZFNEIURT) B L anti-sense primer
5-CACGGATCCTTAGTTGGCG-GGGAACGGCAG3 (1 %
Uy 71 BamHI A FemRy) ZHOTEIEL 720 07378
DAY — b FryOT CERICTY Y ZEFIZFAL, 5
IZATFHDOMREE CH 5 GITER SEBET (0f378KG)
¥, sense primer 5-CACCTCGAGGCCGCCACCATGGCC
GAGATCACCCGC-CGC3 (4 # V) v 7 Xhol 1 V&7
VE—=F A4 ik ay s EENENRT) B X anti-
sense primer 5-CACGGATCCTTAGTTGGCGGGGAACGG
CAG-3 (£ %V v Z7ixBamHI %A FZR9) Z A -CHlE
L7zo 2ol LRCICHEAZ: 4 FOEAT-D PCR IUSIZ4 T,
1% 4 27 )VHIZ9%TC 4 min, 65C 1 min, 72C 1 min D5}
T, €0, 96C 1 min, 65C 1 min, 72C 1 min ®5:
T30 HA 7 MTo7z /20 $AIDNA & LTI, 7T
A3 K pUCML " @ mel i#{% 1% &re#% 23 kb @ Kpnl 7 5
TA Y MEHWE,

tyrC IR 27 # —1%, PCREIC K VIR L 72 tyrC &
5T % BEAMNA~N 2 % — pcDNA31 () (Invitrogen) 2
AT B EIZEDER Lz, Bz Nz v tyrC BT
&, sense primer 5-CACGGATCCATGACCGTACGCAAG
AACCA G3 (£ %Y v 7& BamHI %A bamRd) BIO
anti-sense primer 5-CACAAGCTTTCAGGCGTCGAACGTG
TAGTAG3 (£ %) v Z7& HindlII %4 b%Rd) A
TR L 720 tyrC BT O ATFHOIEZ A DD GICER
KR8 (yrCG) (&, sense primer 5-CACCTCGAG
ATGGCCGTACGCAAGAACCAG-3 (£ %) v 7% Xhol ¥
4 F%&)”"Y) B XU antisense primer 5-CACGGATCCTCA
GGCGTCGAACGTGTAGTAG-3 (£ %Y v & BamHI %
4 b2RY) ZHCCHIEL 2. tyrCEETDOAY— b2
Fro$ CRRIZaYy 7y ifA Lz#ET (yrCK)
¥, sense primer 5-CACGGATCCGCCGCCACCATGACCG
TACGCAAGAACCAG3 (£ %) v 71k BamHI ¥4 b& T
V=I5 4 Jidavy JEHEENENRT) B LD anti-
sense primer 5-CACAAGCTTTTAGGCGTCGAACGTGTA
GTA3 (4 %) v Z7E HindlIl 4 + ZR_7) % CHIE
L7z tyrCBIZTOAY— b FroF ERicayry 7
BHZiFA L. SHIC4FHOMREE ADD GIIERSYE

72MfEF (rCKG) &, sense primer 5-CACGGATCCGCC
GCCACCATGGCCGTACGCAAG AACCAG3 (A %) v
EBamHI YA "2 T ¥ =54 Vixayy 7ihzznz
TUR$) B X anti-sense primer 5-CACAAGCTTTTAGG
CGTCGAACGTGTAGTA-3 (£ %) v 7 HindIII %A1 b
ZRT) AHOWTHIEL2, 2k, LRLICRR7z 4 Mo
{5+ ® PCR SUeME 4T, 1 %4 7 )VHIZ 96T 4 min, 65C 1
min, 72C 2 min DFEMATITW. 20#, 96C 1 min. 62C
1 min. 72C 2 min DT 30 A 7 WETo720 T2, $Al
DNA & LTid, 07378 O¥EMRIZH W2 D L HkkD 7 T 7
A v MR L7,

2.3 COS-7#ilRNDBZFEA

COS-7 fifg~D & a8 A, Lipofectamine (GIBCO
BRL) ZHW/)RT7 27 v a  iEIZLDiTo720 ¢9cm
D74 v ¥ 2Y7-0, Lipofectamine :AF 1% 80uL. COS-7
MBI Ix10° MR L 2% XIS L 7. F 72, BB
A 37CICT 5 BT - 720

2.4 FOIF—EEERE

mel BaT-A2EA L7 COS-7 Mgz 37CIZT 66 REfHEr
#£ L7214, 0.1M phosphate buffer (pH 6.2) % i\ Tk L 720
Veigth, M2 5 buffer IS L, MR Z 1T 72
%, 15000% g, 20min, 4COELII X D72 EiEZF 0
T —BEENEHORE L LW, Fa Y-
PEHISE IR, Horowitz 5D IS W T To 7. $4b
5,10 mM ® L-DOPA BLU5M ® CuSOt # & 01 M
phosphate buffer (pH 6.2) 15mL {2 100uL ® % > 787 Bk
Bamz 7z, 475nm OWOLE % 10 5 HllE L. Z0f)
HEL Y Fod -z ROz 2B 1545HIZ 1 nmol
@ dopaquinone % A4 S S EEEREZ 1 U (unit) & 2% L 72

2.5 mel BIEFDREMERRKRDIER

0rf378 BIX UV twC 2 R-AT AR ¥ —%ZNZFN g
IO, URT7 272 a VFEICL ) REMIBLTH 5 A431 12
co-transfect L7zc ZDKE, A431 11X ¢9cm DT 1 v ¥ 2
W72 1x 10 I 2 B & 9 ICEEE L 72, R T8 AR,
geneticin 500ug/ul B £ U hygromycin 50ug/pl 12T
EERZ AT - 720

3. BREEE

3.1 COS-7 f#lfg8ICH T 5 mel BIcTFDHIAM
F9. mel BIZTOHEBMETORIAME COS-7Hla
EHWTHELZ, mel BETFIZHEEINS tyrCB I
orf378 # TN EN PCR THIE L /-, BEZMIEH NS ¥
— pcDNA 31 (-) BL U pcDNA 31/Hygro () IZ#h
AL, TNODORIRT ¥ — %M L7z, WEL7



N7 & —%& T COST MBI EIETEAERZ 1T 72
FER, 078 HRET AN F—DA, HHWIE, tyrC %
AT B N7 7 —DA% transfect L7z COS7 MBLIZB VT
. Fu Y —EEIE e RO b N ol —H trC
ERETALENRNT ¥ =L orf378 B RAH T HNXT ¥ —% co-
transfect L7z COS7MIfBICBWTid, F 1 ¥ F—Biitkh
o BNTze LEOFERNS, S castaneoglobisporus HIFD
mel MIZFIZERMILICB W TRETRETH 5 2 S0
2B e bIT, FryF—XoiEEIICE tyrC DAT
IR TH D 0rf378 DIFAENLIATH 5 2 L Sbho Tz,

3.2 mel BIFDORAEDIKRET
COS-7THIlgIcBI B Fu L F—¥EEE, tyrCBLT
0rf378 DREBBIMKATHIDOLEEZ ENDL, KifFED
RAE AR EWN T 5 720121E, BT 5F0 Y F—EiEk:
EFUEEWIE & X v, Kozak 13, BEEMENIZBWT,
BARTF 25 8 237 ORI % MR AT R
VEETEINCUTO X ) REMD D 554, MBI
T UNRTEICHIREINEZ EEZWLNIZLTWS, (DAY
—bhaFr (ATG) DHEHEIZ5-GCCGCCACC3 (a¥y 7
BLs) AAFAET 5o(2)A % — h I KV EHBOHIEDN G TH 5,
EZT TOL) LR EEAN L 0rf 378 BI O tyrC
HETZ PCRIFICIDHEL (M1 B X UOEROEZ S
M), 0rf378 212>V Tld pcDNA 31/Hygro (). tyrC
ROV T pcDNA 31 () 1AL, BHERZ ¥ —%
REEE L7 MR, TN 2 ToOMAEDLEIZ L2
TCOSTHIRBIZEAL, BAMBEIZBITFE2FuYyF—+F
WEEZ L L7z A) 0f378/tyrC B) 01f378G/tyvrCG  C)
0rf378K/tyrCK D) 0rf378KG/tyrCKG, BB XU D D

O of3780 5' ——= ——— ——- [JATG CCC GAG --- ——-
goo Met Pro Glu[]

O orf3786G0 5' ——— ——— ——- [JATG GCC GAG —-—- ——-
oo Met Ala Glu[]

O orf378K0 5' GCC GCC ACC[JATG CCC GAG —-- ——-
0 Kozak[] Met Pro Glu[]

brf378KGO 5' GCC GCC ACC ATG GCC GAG ——— ——-
Kozak[] Met Ala Glu[]

O fprad 5' ——— —em - ATG ACC GTA -—- ——-
0 Met Thr Val[]

O »rCGO 5' —== —== -—- ATG GCC GTA -—- ——-
0 Met Ala Val[]

O nrCKO 5' GCC GCC ACC ATG ACC GTA ——- ——-
oa Kozak[] Met Thr Vval[]

O nrCKGO 5' GCC GCC ACC ATG GCC GTA —-— ——-
0o Kozak[] Met Ala Val

= 1

PCR Ti21& U /= mel BI=F D 5' RimEcHl

THRERIE Y Y VRS ER T, BEERIIFDKRF G I,
BHBUZBEERY, COBEBERICELY, orf378 124 1)
OA—FEhd22NVED2FBDT7 I /EIE Pro»5 Ala
ICEEL, tyrCIZ&WA—-RENB 2 XTETIE Thr 25
AlalZZRT %,

MAGDLEIIBWTIR, ZNZENOBET O 4 FH 0L
HCICHEBEIN TV LD, REROBIETICL-Ta—
FENDZ e T DL, 2FHOT I 7 BAHE
g b2 eilhsd (M) L2LEDL, ThHOMA
HbhEEEALZCOSTHMEICBNTHF s —Eif
WD LN S, 20T I/ BERNSFII F—
P E %2 TSRS ETE 2w oo, Gk
ARz lkber i3t ndbolEZ 6N A~DOD
MAGDLEIZDONWT, ZNEFNOBETERAET LI ¥
—7% 16ug 3O HWT COS-7 Ml EA L2, Zh oo
BAMBCRBLFryF -t E X 2 1RT, &4
OFu Ty F—EiitE KT 5L D OMAEDLENRD
By ATy 7RAIOEAL A FHOMERE LY GIlEHRT
B2 EN, FudF—EiitkE LA S DIHERICE
TWwWahrbnrkEzZ N/, 72720, a¥y 7RO A%
AL72COMABEDLEDOYE, KEOBIET OMAED
HTHDH A LKL THEEIRI LB L, BLU,
4FHOEILEZE GICBIL720A D B O AEHLETIE,
ALHEBELTEESETEWI L2 EEBTLE, 4FHD
WILER D) 23 F 0 v F—BiitEo ERITHEC@H L b
DEEZLND, KRIZ, BATAINZ ¥ —mDFHEF—
PN DOEBEEZHRD 720, A~D OMAEHLEIZD
WT, TENENOBETERAET LRI ¥ —%8ug$TO
HWCHEDOEREZIT> 720 TOME. A ~D OHMAL
HEETIIBWT, 16ug T 2OHWZEEIHAEED L
AL F20 A~D OHAEDLEMOREKETIX, 16ug
FOHWZgE L AR, D ORAGDLED D - & b iGME
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2 ZBiEEAEDLED mel EEFEEAL K COS-7 #izIc
BWHsFOLF—tidk
EREorf378 5 L U tyrCEEFERBETZINIZ—*%
16ug ¥2. A~DDHMABEHHEIZL P >TCOS-7 #ifz
ICEAL, FOYF—EEMEZAE L 7
A 1 orf378/tyrC B : orf378G/tyrCG C : orf378K/tyrCK
D : orf378KG/tyrCKG
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A B C D

3 BiEHAEDLED mel EzFEEAL L COS-7 Ml
B3 FOLF—tiEk
BErEorf378 $ LV tyrC Bz FERE TSNV Z—% 8ug
TO. A~DDHEAEHEICLAEN 5T COS-7 MEICEA
L. FO F—EEEERETE L /=
A 1 orf378/tyrC B : orf378G/tyrCG C : orf378K/tyrCK
D @ orf378KG/tyrCKG

BELL Ay 7EHOFAL 4 FHOERE LY G ITEE
THIEN, FudF—Xiitr LA ELDIIHMTDH
5T EDVUDTHER SN zo ABIETIE, BEATEIRI ¥
—mOF Y F—EERICRITTREEZTARTZDOATH S
HS, AR TN 9 2 Ml e i fn T35 A IRE R & 2208
Ibdr2ki2kh, EHlFuyF—Biitks LA EE2
ZEDURETHLEEZLND,

3.3 mel BeFOREMRERBFKOBIAL

mel BIZTZHERIIZFEB T HMEkE, FosvF—¥
HEEZHET 2WEEMET L -00E/MiB e LTHH
WRETH B, AFZETIE. Keratinocyte A431 fllfid % FH v
T mel BIET OREEFEBMOB L % A 720 07378
JASBIANR Y ¥ —i% hygromycin M@= T %, tyrC %
AT & —13 geneticin IMEBETFEZAT A ENL, Z
NENONRY & —7% A431 MRBIEA L7z, 2 DDA
T ZHBIRE 7720 TOHR 12070 —-0%
BAZENTE, BUE, Coru—ry2¥bhThiy,
S, Arzao—rvoFadF—EiitzllET L TETDH
%o

4. 8 18

AIFFEICBWT, BHRRE S. castaneoglobisporus HIED
AT = U AHEABIET mel \ZEBMBNTRITEX S
ZERRL7e ZOMRE BEWHRO X T = pEgE
R AEABR OB THERRP 22 BEICT 5720 0E:

THBISHTRETH L 2 EERBT 5, X 51T, K3
2BV, mel BInT- 2RSS 2 aiflLs 1 5%
B TELTREDYD Do ZOMPERICIX S = v taFEr
AT DI EPBENIHNTE L, 7 a v F— Bk
OMEWLE A7) == 73 5 7200MEMILE 72 ) 1%
LEEblo, ZoMERIEAK L LTHHTELZ LR
RETHHDTH 5,
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